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to observe the ATC Mine Clearance Pro- 
gramme in Kabul and the areas in which 
the ATC demining teams carry the mine 
clearance operations. 

At the beginning of the visit Mr. Spensor 
OIC, MTT presented a summary of the 
programme in Kabul to the esteemed 



The visitors went to the Kabul University 
and observed the area cleared by the ATC 
demining teams. At the Ali Abad Hospital 
yard Kefayatullah Eblagh, the ATC Direc- 
tor, Mr. Spensor and Engineer Ahmadullah, 
Operation Officer, ATC Project No. 7 pre- 
sented very interesting and valuable infor- 
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guests. 

The mission, accompanied by the ATC Di- 
rector, went to the Kabul University and 
visited the demining site of the Veterinary 
Faculty in which the ATC Mine Clearance 
Team # 7 was clearing the area of mines 
and other explosives. 

Also, on 2nd May, 1995 a second mission 
arrived in Kabul. This mission also com- 
prised high ranking officials of World 
Health Organization and the United Na- 
tions. 



mation in respect to the ATC mine clearance 
activities at the Kabul University. 

The guests observed the mine clearance op- 
erations and examined samples of mines and 
unexploded ordnance discovered by the 
ATC demining team #7. 

The visiting mission admired the ATC mine 
clearance activities at the Kabul University 
which is the largest cultural and educational 
center of the country and called these opere- 
tions the most effective and quite usfeul 
steps taken for reopening of the university. 




A Visit of the ATC Site Offices 



During the last two months the numerous 
problems originating from the existence of 
mines and other explosives in residential ar- 
eas, with which the citizens of Kabul were 
confronted, atttactedi attention of the mine 
clearanbe authorities. Various missions 
from abroad went to Kabul and visited the 
ATC mine clearance EOD operations which 
they later admired much. On 30 March two 
EOD experts from The Great Britain came 
to Islamabad and after m^ietir^g with UN- 
OCHA Authorities they airived to Peshawar 
and met with the ATC Director- 
KefayatuUah Eblagh. They visited different 
sections of the ATC HQ's and listened to 
the deti^kd information presnted to them at 
the ATC operation laectoin on the accom- 
plishments by the ATC mine clearance 
teams in different provinces of Afghanistan. 
The mission then visited the ATC vehicle 
md Mine Detector Repair Workshop and 
the Depot at the ATC Hayatabad Com- 
pound. On 1st April one of the two experts 



accompanied by the ATC Director and the 

UNOCHA Regional Programme Manager 
left for Nangarhar province and visited the 
demining activities of the ATC Team#14 
carried out in the vicinity of the Samar 
Kheil Military Base, Behsood district, Nan- 
garhar province. The operations officers of 
the ATC Site Offices # 1 presented neces- 
sary information to the mission. The mis- 
sion visited the site where mines were dis- 
covered and the established procedure for 
exploding the ^ready discovered mines. 
The mission then went to Surkhrode district 
and visited the n»fte clearance Operation 
carried out by the ATC Mine Clearance 
Team # 21 working in Hadda area. On the 
next day the mission went to Shiwa district 
and visited the Flail working in the mine- 
field. At the end of their visit the mission 
talked with eldars of the district who had 
come there to welcome the guests. The 
meeting ended in a quite friendly atmosphere. 



The UN High Ranking Otficials and Representatives 
From Donor Countries Visit Kabul 



On 1st May of the current year some repre- 
sentatives from the World Food Pro- 
gramme, the United Nations and Mr. Mar- 



tin Barber Acting Director of UNOCHA 
and a numbea^ of ambassadors of the donor 
countries in Islamabad made a trip to Kabul 




Site Office # 3 



Having Teams # 17, 18 and 19 in its frame, 
this site office is engaged in demining activ- 
ities in Parwan provivce. In April and May, 
1995 a total of 509 anti-personnel and 28 
anti-tank mines and 28 UXOs were discov- 
ered and destroyed by these teams in villag- 
es of Bagram District and in the surround- 
ing regions of the Charikar City. 

These demining activities resulted in clear- 
ing 6167 m2 grazing and 53522 m2 agricul- 
tural land, 294 m2 residential area, 740 m2 
canal and 30 m2 road of mines . 



Site Office # 6 



The three related teams of this site office 
carried out demining activities in Bak, Sa- 
bari and Jaji Maidan Districts of Paktya 



province . In the last two months a total of 
75 anti-personnel mines and 23 UXOs were 
detected and then destroyed in 657362 m2 
garazing land. 



Site Office # 8 



This site office, which was carrying out 
demining tasks in villages of Arghach and 
Kaga of Khogiani District, discovered and 
destroyed 4 anti-tank mines in 37105 m2 
grazing and 22689 m2 agricultural land . 

After moving to Gardiz city, Paktya prov- 
ince, this site office commenced its demin- 
ing activities in Ibrahim Khil and Khitaba 
Andyar in Gardiz. Teams #1,5 and 6 relat- 
ed to this site office succeeded in discover- 
ing and destroying 3 ati-tank and 29 anti- 
personnel mines and 8 UXOs in the men- 
tioned areas. As a result of these demining 
activities, 54628 m2 agrigultural land be- 
came ready for cultivation . 
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The Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Team 



Previously also the ATC has assigned this 
team for disposal of unexploded bombs, 
rockets and large shells in Kabul city but 
the last fighting there caused such disposal 
activities to stop. On 11 April the EOD, 
consisting of one British expert and three 
Afghans resumed the work in Kabul. The 



specific job of the EOD team is transfer of 
the UXOs to an area out of Kabul city and 
destroying them. 

To date the team has discovered and de- 
stroyed 66 anti-tank and 22 PMN and 
MON type anti-personnel as well as, 902 
unexploded bombs, rockets and large shells 
in the areas of Macrorayam, Khoshal Khan 
Meina, Industrial Park, the Kabul Stadium, 
Jadda-i-Maiwand, Daril Aman, Karta-i- 
Naw, Mir Wais Maidan, Guzar Gah and 
some other parts of Kabul city. 



ATC Deoiining Activities in Provioces in the last two moetlis 



In additon to Kabul city, the ATC Demining 
Teams carried out demining operations in 
Nangarhar, Paktya and Parwan provinces 
and also in Sorobi District of Kabul prov- 
ince. As a result of their outstanding per- 
formance the ATC teams gained substantial 
achivements. 



mines, 1 anti-tank mine and 163 UXOs, thus 
clearing 602802 sqm. grazing and 48274 
m2 agricultural land, 7657 sqm. residential 
area and 126850 sqm. battle field of mines. 



Site Office # 2 



Site Office # 1 



Teams # 14, 15 and 21 have been working 
under the supervision of this project, in 
Behsood , Rodat, Kuz Kunar and Surkhrood 
Districts of Nangarhar province and Soroo- 
bi District of Kabul province . In the last 
two months , these teams succesded in de- 
tecting and destroying 197 anti-personnel 



Teams # 2, 3 and 4 , related to this site of- 
fice, performed demining activities in 
Khost, Tani and Jaji of Paktya province. In 
the last two months, they could discover and 
destroy 653 anti-personnel mines and 64 
UXOs. Consequently, they cleared a total of 
397633 sqm. grazing and 1747 sqm. agri- 
cultural land of mines in the foresaid re- 
gions. 



TFie A7C Site 0 J Jice # 1 0 



Like the two abovementioned site offices 
this site office also has three mine clearance 
teams. 

The site office entered Kabul on 14 April, 
1995 and got settled in the Klemd Factory 
building located in the industrial area of 
Pul-e-Charkhi. 

On 17 April the project started demining 
activities from the building occupied by the 
Fire Bregade located in Macroryan # 3. 

Team # 16 of the project is engaged in 
clearance of mines in Siah Sang area, locat- 
ed on the opposite site of the Shah Shaheed 
middle School as well as the residential area 
of that locality. 68 anti-personnel mines and 
20 items of UXO are destroyed by this team 
in this area. 

Team # 20 is still working at the Fire Bri- 
gade building and up to the end of May 95 
discovered and destroyed 8 anti-personnel 
mines along with 41 items of UXO in that 
area . 

Team # 22 of the project is engaged in 
clearance of mines in the area which covers 
the ministry of Agriculture in Jamal Meena. 

Up to the end of May, 95 38 anti-personnel 
mines and 58 items of UXO were destroyed 
by this team. 

It needs to be mentioned that discovering 
and destroying of mines in Kabul city is 
more difficult than in other areas in the 
country because most of the buildings are 



made of concrete in which a large amount 
of iron bars have been used. This on one 
hand makes it quite difficult to locate the 
exact location of mines by the mine detector 
and on the other hand the existence of hun- 
dreds of thousands of fragments, small bul- 
lets, electricity wires, as well as metallic 
make the mine clearance job further com- 
plicated. 

The Battle Area Clearance Team 



This recently established 30-man team, 
aimed at providing emergency relief in 
mine clearance operations in important are- 
as was despatched to Kabul . 

The team has started work on 10 April and 
at the moment is engaged in mine clearance 
activities in Khushhal Khan Lycee and the 
Russian Embassy. To date the team has dis- 
covered and destroyed 80 anti-tank and 104 
anti-personnel mine in addition to the 899 
rockets and large shells. The difference in 
working system of this team and other ATC 
teams is that the BAC team operates in 
smaller areas and for which any survey or 
maps for mine clearance activities are not 
required . Members of this team are always 
ready for action and on the request of Ka- 
bul citizens in respect to mine clearance ac- 
tivities. The team has performed quite sig- 
nificant mine clearance services in a part of 
Kabul University , the Ministry of Com- 
merce, the Khoshal Khan High School, the 
embassy of Russian as well as other parts 
of the Kabul city. It has cleared a large 
number of houses, governmental offices and 
public areas of mines and UXOs. 




3-The ATC Team # 10 : 

The mine clearance job at the Asphalt Facto- 
ry and a section of the Kabul Municipality 
Construction Firm has been assigned to this 
group. The area covered by the factory and 
the firm is 45000 sqm. A number of houses 
are located in this minefield. This area is 
also vacant. The mine clearance team need 
to search the second floor of the houses and 
even the houses-tops for the laid mines and 
UXOs . In cours of their mine clearance op- 

4 

erations in the area team-members have dis- 
covered one TM-57 anti-tank mine and five 



and related faculties as well as the library in 
a short period of time. On 30 April, the 
completion day of the task, the Kabul Uni- 
versity Authorities were given the assurance 
that they could resume academic activities 
without any fear of mines and UXOs. 

At present team # 7 of Project # 7 is carry- 
ing out the mine clearance operation in Ali 
Abad Hospital. Up to now seven anti- 
personnel mines, placed under the entrance 
of the surgical Ward of the hospital, were 
discovered and later destroyed. 
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PMN-2 anti-personnel mines along with 35 
UXOs. 



TFie ATC Site Office # 7 



This site office comprises Teams #7,9 and 
11. The site office arrived in Kabul on 16 
April and started mine clearance operation 
in the Kabul University area. The teams 
were able to clear the entire university area 



Team # 9 of the Project has been assigned to 
clear the road between Dehmazang and 
Meer Wais Maidan of mine. The previous 
Women Dormitory for the Kabul University 
is also included in this task . 

Team # 9 of the site office clears the area at 
the south of the Faculty of Chemistry, the 
Faculty of Forensic Medical the Atta Turk 
Hospital building and the Ali Abad Sanari- 
um. To date the team has discovered and de- 
stroyed 32 PMN and PMN2Vnti-personnel 
mines in the area. 






™ April - May - 1995 ^ 



Kabul City Will Be CM Of Mines and Bombs 



The spring season of the current. ^£ar was a 
favourable season for the ATC mine clear- 
ance activities in Kabul city. These days the 
Afghan refugees, who in the past years de- 
serted their homes and hundred of thou- 
sands of them rushed in large groups to Pa- 
kistan and Iran, are returning to their 
ruined houses. But the truth of the matter is 
that a more dangerous foe waiting for these 
returners is the large number of mines 
layng in ambush inside the ruined houses 
and convey the inauspicious message of 
death and disability to those who attempt to 
enter these destroyed residential areas. In 
addition to these mine numerous unexplod- 
ed ordnance of different types, scattered 
here and there, is another big threat to the 
citizens of Kabul. 

As a result of these fatal devices hundred of 
innocent citizens who, with a great haste, 
had returned to Kabul within the last two 
months and intended to reconstruct their 
homes were either martyed or maimed by 
mine blasts. 

Considering the urgent need of citizens of 
Kabul for the clearing of mines in that city 
the ATC Mine Clearance Organization as- 
signed three of its site offices, including ten 
demining teams, plus a Bomb/Rocket Dia- 
posal Team ( BDT ) for an early clearance 
of the capital of the country of mines. 

Tlie AJC Site Office # 4 

On 28 April of the current year this site of- 
fice along with three of its 30- man mine 



clearance teams left Sayad area of Bagram 
district, Parwan province, for Kabul city 
and got settled in the Kindergarten building 
of Karta-i-Naw. Mine Clearance teams#5,10 
and 13 are working in this project. The 
mine clearance teams are assigned as fol- 
lows : 



1- The ATC Team # 5 : 

The team is engaged in mine clearance op- 
erations carried out at Kabul city's Presinct 
No. 8 where the Asphalt Factory of Kabul 
Muncipality, and the Qawalan Hill are locat- 
ed. The area of the minefield which covers 
the factory and the right side of the hill and 
the residential areas in the skirts of the hill 
is 70,000 sqm. PMN anti-personnel mines, 
large shells and unexploded rockets exist in 
this area and because of this threat the resi- 
dents have deserted their homes. 25 anti- 
tank mines, 7 anti- personnel mines and 92 
items of UXO were discovered and de- 
stroyed in this area by ATC Team # 5 . 

2- The ATC Teame # 13 : 

This team is engaged in mine clearance op- 
eration carried out in the residential areas 
of Rahman Mina. This mine field covers 
75,000 sqm. area. To date 17 PMN and 
PMN2 anti-personnel mines and 77 UXOs 
have been discovered and also a number of 
32878 fragments have been collected in this 
area. 




camped in premises of Kabul Politechnical 
Institute and immediately started their mine 
clearance task . Similary , another 30-man 
team , entitled the Battle Area Clearance 
(BAC), team, and which was newly orga- 
nized for urgent clearance of the most im- 
portant sites of mines practically started 
work in Kabul . 

As stated before, the mine clearance process 
in Kabul city differs from that of provinces. 
In the countryside whenever our deminers 
discovered a mine they would explode it 
even without touching it but in the city of 



transferred two of its site offices to Kabul 
to help in earlier clearance of the city of 
mines and save its people from the threat of 
them. 

The ATC site office # 10 arrived in Kabul 
on April 14 and settled in the Industrial 
Park of Pul-i-Charkhi and without any de- 
lay started mine clearance operations in the 
areas of Siya Sang and Jamal Mina . 

Finally , on April 28 the ATC site officce # 
4 arrived in Kabul and settled in the Kin- 
dergarten building at Karta-i-Naw. The 
project started mine clearance activities in 
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Kabul this is not applicable as it is required 
that initially the explosive ordnance be nu- 
tralized then exploded in a remote area. 

As this special method of disposal required 
experienced and professional staff, there- 
fore the ATC decided to organize an Explo- 
sive Ordnance Disposal ( EOD) Team. On 
recruiting a British expert and two Afghan 
personnel the team has started activities on 
1 1 April of the current year in Kabul . 

As the clearing of Kabul city of the laid 
mines is of vital importance, therefore to 
speed up the process, the ATC Authorities 



the residential area of Karta-i-Naw and 
Rahman Mina . 

At the moment ten 30-man mine clearance 
teams are engaged in clearing the city of 
Kabul and its surrounding areas of mines . 

It could be said for sure that this benevolent 
endeavour is a sign of hope for the be- 
reaved compatriots, especially the respecta- 
ble citizens of Kabul. This endeavour is 
hoped to be the messenger of peace and 
brotherhood in our beloved Afghanistan. 




Hue Clearance Activities started in Kaiitil City 



After a long and devastating fighting , the 
capital of the country now seems quiet and 
life in the almost ruined city of Kabul is 
slowly going to become normal . But , un- 
fortunately another monster , more danger- 
ous than the merciless flames of battle , has 
cast shadow on half of this city and call its 
inhabitants to anrihilation. 



The existence of mines in Kabul city is real- 
ly oppressive . The UN sources and the 
Red Cross/Red Crescent Committee report 
that from the beginning of the mine clear- 
ance activities in Kabul city up to the last 
week of May of the current year , i.e, with- 
in three weeks , some 1500 mine incidents 
have been registered in Kabul hospitals . In 
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Thousands of anti personnel mines have 
been laid throughout this war-torn city. 

The danger of mines in Kabul city is quite 
different than that of other cities of our 
homeland. While in other provincial areas 
mines are placed in agricultural land , in the 
city of Kabul schools and the university are 
changed to minefields . Likewise , in rural 
areas of the country mines are laid in graz- 
ing land and mountain slopes but in the city 
of Kabul mines have been placed in hospi- 
tals, governmental buildings , residential ar- 
eas and even in kindergartens. 



all these incidents men, women and children 
were victimised. But, who knows how 
many more mine incidents occurred ,the 
victims of which may have been directly 
taken to the graveyards and burried. 

Such circumstances required to take urgent 
steps to help the oppressed people in Kabul 
and save them from the dreadful situation . 

The ATC Site Office #7 which was engaged 
in mine clearance activities in Nangarhar 
province up to the first days of April 1995 
left for Kabul city on April 5, 1995 and en- 
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An ATC Demining Party Performing Demining Operations near 
The Main Entrance of Ali Abad Surgical Ward, Kabul City 
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